AN OVERVIEW OF RESEARCH
ON GENDER IN SPANISH SOCIETY

CELIA VALIENTE
Universidad Carlos Il de Madrid, Spain

This article presents an overview of research on gender in Spanish society. Six areas of literature are
examined including families, education, work, politics, sexuality, and men. The author argues that polit-
ical factors have shaped the development of sociology of gender in Spain and that there are still impor-
tant gaps in coverage in this area of sociological inquiry.

T'his article offers an overview of research on gender in Spain. The aims of this
report are to describe the existing state of research, to identify the gaps in coverage,
and to supply a bibliography of existing research. A main argument in this article is
that the development of sociological studies on gender in Spain has been influenced
more by the political evolution of the country than by the social transformation of
Spanish society.

At least three factors explain the significant impact of political factors on schol-
arship on gender and society. First, from the mid-1930s to 1975, Spain was gov-
erned by a right-wing authoritarian regime headed by Franco that actively opposed
the advancement of women’s rights and status. Therefore, prior to the 1970s, very
few analyses were carried out on gender and society. Second, many specialists on
gender have been members of or sympathizers with the Spanish feminist move-
ment. Thus, the topics of interest for researchers and the activist interests of partici-
pants in the movement have largely coincided. Comparatively speaking, Marxist
feminism has been central in the Spanish feminist movement while the liberal and
radical groups have been less important (although not negligible). Therefore, prior-
ity issues for Marxist feminists, such as women’s work, have been more intensively
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studied than other topics, such as sexuality, which is a central concern for radical
feminists. However, this article makes a conscious effort to present not only Marx-
ist analysis but also other studies undertaken from different theoretical and empiri-
cal perspectives. Third, most of the financial support for research on gender and
society comes directly or indirectly from the state. Especially since the 1990s, gen-
der researchers have been increasingly busy writing reports for policy makers. Pub-
lic authorities have thus been able to privilege their preferences and influence the
field of gender analysis.

This short article is not exhaustive but rather provides a general picture of the
state of sociological research on gender in Spain. I have selected works using three
primary criteria. First, the works discussed here typically use gender as the main
dimension in the analysis of the Spanish society in the democratic period (1975-
2001). Works that deal with other topics, but use gender as one of many variables,
are not included here because this type of research remains very rare in Spain. Sec-
ond, only published works are included. Third, all of the publications are based on
empirical research.’

Scholarship on gender in Spanish society differs from research on gender and
society undertaken in the United States in at least six ways. As I describe below,
most Spanish works (1) are macrosociological and descriptive, (2) are not compara-
tive, (3) lack sophisticated quantitative analysis, (4) lack a systematic international
perspective, (5) do not follow the American style of publication, and (6) do not have
to pass severe quality filters in order to be published.

A significant proportion of studies on gender in Spanish society are
macrosociological; these analyze the whole society or (more often) social institu-
tions such as education or the economy. Very few works examine small groups
where face-to-face interactions take place (such as peer groups) or individual
behavior (e.g., cognitive processes). Therefore, most works commented on in this
review are descriptive and limited to the documentation of the subordinate position
of women in society. There are few explanatory works that analyze why and how
women have unequal access to economic rewards, decision-making power, and
social prestige. The majority of the studies examined are not comparative, as there
is no tradition in Spain of doing comparative studies in social sciences (Uriarte
1997a, 27). Even quantitative research pieces on gender and society are usually
descriptive reports (e.g., of the number of women enrolled in university education)
and rarely use more complex statistical techniques such as regressions.

With relevant exceptions, most research cited in this article does not refer to
international studies, discussions, and/or debates. When Spanish scholars make
reference to international works, they usually do so to support their hypotheses.
Spanish researchers rarely attempt to contribute to international debates and dis-
cussions. This is the case not only with research on gender but with all research in
the social sciences.

I can offer some explanations for the lack of international perspective that char-
acterizes the production of scientific knowledge. Most Spanish scholars do not
master foreign languages, because these are not well taught at school. The over-



whelming majority of research is published in Spanish and written by authors with
the Spanish audience in mind. Generally speaking, there is not a premium in the
university system for those researchers who work in international projects or pub-
lish abroad; this is especially true at the beginning of one’s academic career.” The
authoritarian regime severely limited the contacts of intellectuals and social scien-
tists with foreign colleagues. The authoritarian government also prohibited the cir-
culation of many international publications.

The Spanish style of publication differs from the typical U.S. pattern for a social
science research article in which introduction/theory/data and methods/analysis/
conclusion sections are systematically followed by most authors. Spanish pieces
may lack one or more of these sections. In general, works do not have to pass strict
quality tests to be published in Spain. Although the system of blind peer review is
spreading among journals and book publishing houses, it is not yet the norm. In
Spain, authors’ connections are often as important as (or more important than) the
quality of research in decisions regarding publications in the social sciences. There-
fore, it is not surprising that Spanish journals generally are not included in interna-
tional social sciences citation indexes. The lack of prevalent rigorous review proce-
dures does not mean the absence of high-quality works. Some studies are excellent,
but the overall quality level of publications in Spain is significantly lower than in
other countries where blind peer review is firmly established.

It is important to note that in Spain, researchers on gender and society have been
(and currently are) facing at least one serious difficulty while conducting research:
the very negative image that gender issues have among most scholars. In Spain,
people who do gender studies are usually women, and they are viewed as feminists.
This is a practical obstacle for the development of research on gender and society
because being a feminist is regarded negatively by society and by the academic
world (Uriarte 1997a, 17-18). Gender research is a risky option for scholars, who
may be denigrated by others (whether openly or not). Many mainstream sociolo-
gists think that gender is a much less important topic for study than other classical
sociological issues such as socioeconomic status. Thus, it is understandable that very
few Spanish scholars openly define themselves as feminist researchers. Conse-
quently, it is often very difficult to determine which works are feminist and which
are not. In this article, I have decided to review works in which the authors do not
overtly or implicitly deny that women as a group occupy a subordinate position in
society in comparison with men and that this subordination should be reversed. There-
fore, I have included studies that in other countries would not be considered femi-
nist. Most Spanish sociologists specializing in gender are interested in both describ-
ing and denouncing gender inequality, as is the case with most research about gen-
der issues in Spain (Alberdi and Garcia de Le6én 1990). There is an elision in some
pieces between scientific analysis and normative concerns (Uriarte 1997a, 15).

In spite of several difficulties, scholars have been able to develop what now con-
stitutes an ample body of academic work on gender in Spanish society. It is to this
review of the literature that I now turn. I divide the works on gender and society into
six sections or topics: families, education, work, politics, sexuality, and men.’



FAMILIES

In general terms, (mainstream) sociology of the family is an underdeveloped
subfield of sociology in Spain, although this situation has been changing slightly
since the 1990s (Iglesias de Ussel and Flaquer 1993, 69; Meil Landwerlin 1998,
179-80). Gender scholars have paid less attention to the study of families than to the
study of other dimensions of social life, such as education or work. The relative
shortage of feminist studies on families may be explained by historical factors. The
earlier authoritarian political regime prescribed that women’s principal role in soci-
ety was full-time dedication to their families. The last goal that feminist scholars
wanted to accomplish after the dictatorship was to focus their intellectual energies
on the analysis of the social institution so dear to Francoist official discourse and
propaganda.

However, scholars have studied decision-making processes and the division of
labor within families. Regarding decision making, dramatic changes have taken
place in most Spanish families in the past three decades. Family life is currently
based much less on wives’ and children’s obedience to husbands/fathers and more
on dialogue and negotiation between family members. In contrast, equally impor-
tant transformations have not happened in the gender division of labor within fami-
lies. In Spain, large percentages of both sexes believe that household and caring
tasks should be shared between both members of the couple. However, in practice,
the main (or sole) family responsibility of many men is to serve as the breadwinner,
while women (whether workers or homemakers) take responsibility for most
domestic and care work. Thus, the combination of professional and family respon-
sibilities is an acute problem for many Spanish women of working age (Alberdi
1995, 1999; Alvaro Page 1996a, 1996b; Carrasco 1991; Finkel Morgenstern 1997,
INNER 1988; Izquierdo, del Rio, and Rodriguez 1988; Ramos Palomo 1998;
Ramos Torres 1990; Tobio Soler 1999).

Scholars have developed a particular interest in what does not work in family life
or in what is not the typical nuclear family. As a result, we can now rely on works
about divorce (established in Spain only in 1981) (Alberdi 1979; Domenech
Almendros 1994; Gonzélez Duro 1999; Herndndez Rodriguez 1996), domestic
violence (and violence against women in general) (Fagoaga 1994; Maquieira
d’Angelo and Sanchez Muiioz 1990; Martin Serrano and Martin Serrano 1999;
Ministerio del Interior and Instituto de la Mujer 1991; Osborne 2001; Rodriguez,
Alvarez, and Gémez 1988; Roig 1994; Rubi Pato and Nuiifiez Gonzdlez 1994,
Servicio Galego de Promocién da Igualdade do Home e da Muller 1992; Younis
1999), and families headed by an adult (usually a woman) (Alberdi and Escario
1986, 1990; Arbiza Berregui 1978; Fernandez Cord6n and Tobio Soler 1998, 1999;
Iglesias de Ussel 1988; Madruga and Mota 2000; Moreno 2000; Tobio Soler and
Fernandez Cordén 1999). However, scholars’ engagement by what used to be
called atypical family phenomena is limited. Many of these issues are rarely stud-
ied, including families formed by people of the same sex.



We know very little if anything about many aspects of family life. Let me illus-
trate this point with two examples. The field of feelings, emotions, love, and inti-
macy is almost an unexplored territory. This is paradoxical, given that the family is
usually conceived of as the private and intimate realm. Also unknown is the experi-
ence of girls within families. We know very little about this matter, apart from some
basic facts such as that girls perform more domestic tasks than boys.*

EDUCATION

Education is one of the gender areas in which substantial research from a gender
perspective has been undertaken in Spain. As in other countries, historically, girls
were enrolled in the education system in considerably lower proportions than boys.
Girls and boys usually attended sex-segregated schools and were taught a different
curriculum. In contrast to the boys’ curriculum, the girls’ curriculum included a
strong component of domestic skills (mainly sewing) and religious (Catholic)
activities (chiefly prayers).’ Girls’ curriculum contained fewer academic subjects
than did boys’ curriculum. The quality of training for teachers who worked in girls’
schools was lower than that of teachers in boys’ schools. Since the nineteenth cen-
tury, and especially during the democratic regime of the Second Republic (1931-
1936), some experiments with mixed schools took place. However, mixed school-
ing was forbidden by Francoist authorities in 1939, and sex-segregated schools
became again the norm. It was only in 1970 that mixed schools were permitted
again and in the mid-1980s that these became the established pattern. Today, only a
tiny minority of schools are sex segregated in Spain (Ballarin Domingo 1994; Capel
Martinez 1986; Cortada Andreu 1988).

Because sex-segregated schools have been associated with the authoritarian
period and backwardness, the overwhelming majority of social scientists, policy
makers, and social actors have favored mixed schools. Therefore, in contrast with
Anglo-Saxon countries, in democratic Spain, no debate has emerged on the poten-
tial usefulness of sex-segregated schools for girls. While supporting mixed schools,
social scientists have studied practices in these schools that hinder girls and women
(Arenas Fernandez 1996; Campo Bolado et al. 1996; Izarra and Lopez Carretero
1999). Researchers have identified at least seven areas where sexist practices exist:
textbooks, curriculum, teachers’ actions in the classroom, interaction among stu-
dents, students’ academic options, the feminization of the teaching profession, and
pupils’ positions in the labor market after the completion of their studies.

First, textbooks provide gender-biased views of social reality. For instance,
women are mentioned and represented in textbooks much less frequently than men
are. Textbooks tend to ignore women’s experiences and privilege men’s activities
(Blanco Garcia 2000; Garcia, Troiano, and Zaldivar 1993; Garreta and Careaga
1987; Moreno 1992). Second, since the 1970s, the extension of mixed schooling
took place by using the former boys’ curriculum to teach pupils of both sexes rather
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than by integrating the former boys’ and girls’ curricula. As a result, women’s tradi-
tional skills were given less importance (or no importance at all) than men’s
(Alberdi and Alberdi 1984; Fernandez Enguita 1991). Third, teachers (often
unconsciously) interact more often with male than with female pupils, hold hostile
opinions of girls, have different (and higher) expectations for the professional
careers of boys than of girls, and use masculine language forms (for example
“boys” or “men”) when referring to female and male pupils or, even worse, when
referring only to female students (Arenas Ferndndez 1996; Calero Fernandez 1999;
Instituto de la Mujer 1987b; Subirats and Brullet 1988). Fourth, students’ own
behavior contributes to gender differentiation in school. For example, male stu-
dents (especially older ones) tend to use more space in the schoolyard because they
play space-consuming sports such as soccer and basketball, while girls are rele-
gated to the sides and corners of the playground (Bonal 1998). Fifth, students tend
to choose different courses depending on their sex, following the common pattern
existing in other countries. In spite of the fact that on average, girls’ academic per-
formance in primary and secondary education is as good as (or even slightly better
than) that of boys, girls tend to be overcrowded in studies of humanities and social
sciences, while boys are in technical and scientific studies (Alvarez et al. 1970; De
Borja 1970). Sixth, the teaching profession was male up until the nineteenth cen-
tury, when it started to become a female profession through a process of losing pres-
tige and pay (San Roman 1998). Finally, as in the United States, the same level of
education improves women’s opportunities in the labor market less than it improves
men’s opportunities (Casal, Masjuan, and Planas 1989).

As for the Spanish university system, among other topics scholars have studied
is why men outnumber women in teaching or research and administrative positions,
while the numbers of female and male university students are approximately the
same in the university as a whole. These researchers have focused on a number of
factors including sex-biased informal practices of hiring and promoting and the dif-
ficulties of combining professional and family duties (Almarcha Barbado,
Gonzalez Rodriguez, and Gonzalez Jorge 1994; Carrefio et al. 1998; Fernandez
Villanueva 1989; Garcia de Cortazar and Garciade Le6n 1997; Sanz Rueda 1995).

In sum, studies on gender and education in Spain have provided us with a
nuanced picture of school sexism, which is “invisible, unconscious, and subtle”
(Bonal 1997, 23). However, Spanish researchers have developed a taste for the
study of indirect sexism and have neglected the analysis of more open and direct
practices, such as violence against girls or sexual harassment. These more overt
attacks also exist in the Spanish education system and merit scholarly attention. On
the other hand, more research is needed on the egalitarian dimension of education.
Some scholars have argued (Fernandez Enguita 1989, 1990) that schools allow
women to experiment with equality of treatment to a higher degree than other social
arenas such as the labor market or the family. The impact of these comparatively
higher doses of equality on girls’ and women’s lives are still underanalyzed.



WORK

Work is the dimension of social life that has attracted the most scholarly atten-
tion by specialists in gender. In the 1960s and 1970s, the participation of women in
the labor market in Spain was among the lowest in the Western world. Since then,
women’s employment rates in Spain have constantly increased.® During the
Francoist regime (especially up to the 1960s), the state established numerous poli-
cies against women’s paid employment such as marriage bars, or prohibitions on
entering certain professions, for instance, in the fields of medicine and law. Married
women needed their husbands’ permission to sign labor contracts and engage in
trade. Not surprisingly, the second wave of the feminist movement has made the
access to employment one of its most important (or perhaps the most important)
demand. Spanish feminists have tirelessly argued that women must participate in
the labor market to be liberated since the majority of the people of working age
acquire economic autonomy only through paid employment. The centrality of work
among the demands of the feminist movement reflects the influence of Marxism.

After the dictatorship, as women were entering the Spanish labor market in
increasingly higher numbers, scholars documented phenomena that had already
been observed in other countries. In spite of the equality before the law achieved
with democracy, on average, women’s wages and salaries are lower than men’s.
Women are underrepresented among people who occupy decision-making posi-
tions in companies and among employers. Women are overrepresented among
workers with temporary contracts, workers with shorter working records, part-time
workers, workers employed in the underground economy, workers who work at
home, and unemployed individuals. Women are overcrowded in some jobs and pro-
fessions, while men perform a wider range of jobs and professions.

To explain women’s subordinate position in the Spanish labor market, research-
ers have elaborated two types of explanations: supply-side and demand-side argu-
ments. Supply-side accounts argue that women and men are different kinds of
employees when they offer their working potential to employers. For instance,
women have different educational backgrounds than men or have more domestic
and caring responsibilities at home. As a result of these and other differences,
women’s and men’s prospects in the labor market are dissimilar. Researchers using
this supply-side perspective have mainly analyzed the aforementioned differences
between women and men. In contrast, demand-side analysts propose that women
and men are treated differently in the labor market. Women are discriminated
against, and discrimination is the main factor that explains the unequal position of
female and male workers. Scholars using this perspective have chiefly studied gen-
der discrimination. However, some forms of discrimination (e.g., that concerning
wages and salaries) have been more extensively researched than others (such as
sexual harassment at work) (Alcobendas Tirado 1983; Beneria 1977; Borderias
Mondéjar 1986; Calle Fuentes, Gonzédlez Romero, and Nuiiez Triguero 1988;
Castaiio et al. 1999; Cousins 1994; De la Fuente Vazquez 1998; Escario and



Alberdi 1987; Fernandez Méndez de Andrés et al. 1987; Garcia Ferrando 1977;
Garcia Ramon et al. 1995; Instituto de la Mujer 1987a, 1989, 1997; Lazaro and
Sanchez 1993; Liceras and Murillo de la Vega 1992; Martin Urriza and Zarapuz
Puertas 2000; Molt6 Carbonell 1993; Moreno Raymundo, Rodriguez Rodriguez,
and Vera Grijalba 1996; Peinado Lépez 1988; Pernas et al. 2000; Romero Lopez
1987, 1990; Ruesga 1991; Saez Lara 1994; Sallé and Casas 1987; Sanchis 1984;
Torns, Borras, and Romero 1999; Valenzuela Ratia 1979).

Spanish feminist scholars have insisted that prevailing notions of work reflect
male experiences of participation in the labor market in exchange for wages and sal-
aries. Women perform enormous amounts of work that are not considered as such
because they are nonpaid. The nonwaged domestic and care work performed by a
high proportion of Spanish homemakers (and by employed women doing their sec-
ond shift) has then been analyzed. Some scholars have also tried to quantify
nonwaged women’s work and include it into the calculation of national accounting
data, such as the gross domestic product (Carrasco 1991; Duran 1987).

Spain has traditionally been a country that exported its people as migrants to
other countries, but it is now in the reverse situation. The appearance of a new social
phenomenon (the arrival of immigrants, many of whom are women) has caught the
attention of feminist researchers (Gregorio Gil 1998; Maquieira d’Angelo,
Gregorio Gil, and Gutiérrez Lima 2000). Finally, the Spanish welfare state has also
been studied from a gender perspective. The Spanish welfare state is of a continen-
tal type, according to the typology elaborated by Esping-Andersen (1990). In this
type of welfare state, social rights are linked to occupational categories and status
(e.g., there are different insurance schemes for different types of workers). Since
women’s experience in the labor market is less than that of men, the Spanish wel-
fare state tends to overbenefit male citizens (Carrasco et al. 1997; Cousins 1995;
Guillén 1997, Valiente 1997a).

POLITICS

Three topics on politics in Spain have caught the attention of most gender
researchers: women as conventional political actors (mainly as voters, candidates,
and officeholders), women as nonconventional political actors (chiefly as partici-
pants in the women’s movement), and gender-equality policies.

Studies on women as voters (Garcia Escribano and Frutos Balibrea 1999;
Morales 1999; Threlfall 1979; Uriarte 1997¢) have documented that in the first
democratic elections in Spain, higher proportions of women than men preferred
conservative political options. This difference between the voting patterns of men
and women has been eroded ever since. The almost complete disappearance of gen-
der differences regarding voting in Spain contrasts with other countries such as the
United States where the expression “the gender gap” describes a tendency for
women to vote for more liberal political options than men since the 1980s. Scholars
specializing in gender in Spain have studied other gender dissimilarities in con-



ventional political participation such as membership in political parties and trade
unions (Astelarra 1990; Instituto IDES 1988; Ortiz Corulla 1987).

Women'’s presence in conventional political positions (members of the Council
of Ministers, Parliament, the senior grades of the administration, and leaders of
political parties) has risen throughout the whole democratic period. For instance, in
the lower chamber of Parliament (Congress of Deputies), the proportion of female
members of Parliament has increased from 6 percent in the first democratic parlia-
mentary term (1977-1979) to 28 percent in the current term. In this regard, Spain
occupies an intermediate position among European Union member states and is far
ahead of the United States (14 percent). The proportion of women among members
of the upper chamber (Senate) in Spain is 24 percent, while that proportion for the
United States Senate is 13 percent (Interparliamentary Union 2001). Spanish stud-
ies have not only mapped the presence of women in conventional decision-making
positions but also attempted to explain how and why women reach (or do not reach)
these positions (Gaitdn and Céceres 1995; Garcia de Leén 1991, 1996; Gutiérrez
and Pastor 1996; IMOP Encuestas 1999; Instituto de la Mujer 1993a, 1993b;
Molina Petit 1996; Uriarte 1997b, 1997c, 1999; Uriarte and Ruiz 1999). Several
factors have been identified that hinder women’s political recruitment and promo-
tion, including the unwillingness of men to designate women for governing posts,
the lack of role models, and the difficulties of combining political and family
responsibilities.

With regard to women’s nonconventional political mobilization, the feminist
branch of the women’s movement has been amply researched (Borreguero et al.
1986; Di Febo 1979; Durdn and Gallego 1986; Escario, Alberdi, and Lépez-
Accotto 1996; Fernandez and Aierdi 1997; Folguera 1988; Grup de Feminisme de
I’Escola de Sociologia de Barcelona 1978; Kaplan 1992; Pineda 1995; Puleo 1994,
1996; Salas 1996; Scanlon 1976; Sundman 1999; Threlfall 1985, 1996; Valiente
2001c). The political environment influenced the feminist movement regarding its
political allies, its goals, its organizational structures, and its activities, among other
dimensions. The second wave of feminist collective activism appeared around the
1960s and 1970s in opposition to the authoritarian regime, where it encountered
mainly (illegal) left-wing political parties and trade unions. These have been the
political allies of the feminist movement ever since. An important proportion of the
goals of the feminist movement has been instrumental (as opposed to expressive).
The feminist movement has also demanded the democratization of the country. The
movement has been unable to establish strong and long-lasting umbrella organiza-
tions in part because of the close links of women’s groups with parties. The interest
in political reform and the close alliance with the Left gave feminists incentives to
use conventional forms of collective action because these were the preferred forms
of action for left-wing parties and trade unions (feminists’ allies) to reach political
aims. The fact that the state did not provide women with some services that they
needed, such as sexual information, contraceptives, and legal advice, made Spanish
feminists willing to invest considerable energy in service provision since the 1970s.
Service provision by feminists has been further accentuated since the 1980s (to the



detriment of identity-oriented activities), when the state started giving subsidies for
women’s organizations that provide services.

We know much less about the nonfeminist branch of the women’s movement,
which is formed by housewives’ organizations, widows’ associations, mothers’
movements, and cultural and religious associations, among others (but see Oleaga
1990). Scholars specializing in gender in Spain tend to study the social movements
(and in general the topics) that they like, and not those that they do not like, even if
these may be very interesting from a sociological point of view. This selection of
the object of study is regrettable because the majority of women who belong to
women’s organizations in civil society and mobilize through them are not members
of feminist groups.

With respect to studies on gender equality policies at the central, regional, and
local state levels (Arranz 2000; Astelarra 1994; Bustelo Ruesta 1999; Gil 1996;
Gonzalez and Almarcha 1993; Granados Vaquero 1999; Martinez and Elizondo
1997; Mendizabal and Ortiz 1996; Sampedro 1992; Sensat and Varela 1998,
Threlfall 1998; Valiente 1995a, 1995b, 1996, 1997a, 1997b, 1997¢, 1998, 1998-
1999, 20014, 2001b), we now know that the establishment of most of these policies
has been promoted in Spain in the past three decades by women’s policy agencies’
and/or feminists within political parties and trade unions rather than by the
women’s movement or by both, as in other countries. The literature has tended to
study the policy-making process in relation to gender equality but has paid little
attention to evaluating the effectiveness of those policies.

SEXUALITY

The sociology of sexuality is one of the topics of sociological inquiry that is least
developed in Spain (Guasch 1993; Iglesias de Ussel 1983). Even fewer works on
sexuality have been undertaken from a gender perspective. Some studies have
described (and denounced) the rigid sexual mores imposed on women during the
authoritarian period that allowed them to be sexually active only within marriage
and exclusively while pursuing reproduction. Men’s sexuality was also repressed,
but to a considerably lesser degree. The liberalization period of the dictatorship and
the subsequent democratization of the country were accompanied by a process of
relaxation of sexual taboos and repression and a partial revision of the double moral
standard, which was significantly looser for men than for women. However, we
have only impressionistic accounts of these changes (Aranguren 1973; Castaiio
1996; A. De Miguel 1975; J. De Miguel, 1979; Lopez 1990; Serrano Vicéns 1976;
Sociedad Sexolégica de Madrid—Fundacién Sexpol 1996).

The main exception to this pattern of scarcity in studies on sexuality is the rela-
tive wealth of research on prostitution (Andreu Sanz and Vazquez Antén 1989;
Cebrian Franco 1977; De Paula Medeiros 2000; Direccién General de la Mujer de
la Comunidad de Madrid 1991; Direccién General de la Policia 1986; Draper
Miralles 1982; Estébanez Estébanez 1990; Guasch 2000b; Hart 1998; Moral 1980;



Negre 1988; Pons 1992; Santamaria, Martinez-Toledano, and Espinosa 1988;
Sequeiros Tizén, Bruna Quintas, and Gémez 1996). In Spain, the penal code
defines as a crime both the promotion of minors’ prostitution and forced prostitu-
tion of people of any age. However, prostitution itself is not defined as a crime under
the law, and therefore it is not illegal. In contrast with the analysis of other areas of
social reality, a significant proportion of studies on prostitution has been carried out
by male scholars. Most studies analyze prostitutes, but not their pimps or clients.
Most research analyzes street prostitution, but not that which takes place in other
places such as clubs, saunas, or massage parlors. Scholars have studied female
prostitution but hardly that exercised by men. In general, prostitution has been only
rarely conceptualized by academic studies as sexual social deviance. Many schol-
ars have interpreted prostitution mainly as a problem of social exclusion related to
the underclass and the lower classes, although most (but not all) authors have recog-
nized that prostitutes are an internally heterogeneous group. Up to the 1980s, most
Spanish feminists conceived of prostitution as an extreme form of women’s exploi-
tation that undermines the status of all women in society (whether prostitutes or
not). The long-term goal to be achieved then was the eradication of prostitution.
However, since approximately the late 1980s, some feminists have conceptualized
prostitutes as sex workers. These feminists have demanded that the state treat pros-
titutes like other workers, for example, allowing them to contribute to the social
security system (Forum de Politica Feminista 1991).

Scholarly studies on gay and lesbian sexuality have developed with difficulty
and later in Spain than in other Western countries chiefly because of the former hos-
tile political context and the former and current inhospitable academic environ-
ments. During the Franco regime, authorities used several pieces of legislation to
repress homosexual behavior. For instance, the 1933 Vagrancy and Villainy Act
(Ley de vagos y maleantes) was modified in 1954 to include homosexuals. In 1970,
this act was again reformed and became the Social Menace and Rehabilitation Act
(Ley de peligrosidad y rehabilitacion social). Homosexuals were considered indi-
viduals dangerous for society, and some of them were confined in special centers
where they participated in mandatory therapies to change their sexual orientation.
The Social Menace and Rehabilitation Act was reformed only in 1979 (Calvo 2001;
De Fluvia 1978b). A gay and lesbian movement emerged during the transition to
democracy in one of the legal scenarios most hostile to gays’ rights in the Western
world. The Front d’Alliberament Gai de Catalunya is considered the first mass gay
organization and was formally established in 1975. It was legalized as late as 1980.
The rest of the gay organizations had to wait until 1983 to be legalized (Calvo
2001). After its appearance, the gay movement immediately called the attention of
researchers (Calvo 2001; De Fluvia 1978a; Petit 1983, 1996; Vila 2000).

Part of the Spanish intellectual production on gays and lesbians has a general
character and attempts to describe and explain the hostility toward same-sex rela-
tions in the Western world and/or in Spain (Fuentes et al. 2001; Garcia Valdés 1981;
Guasch 1995, 2000a; Herrero Brasas 1993a, 1993b, 1997a, 1997b). As a result of
international influence, an interest in queer theory has been growing since the late



1990s. Spanish scholars are either popularizing queer theory produced abroad or
are trying to contribute to the elaboration of this approach (Aliaga and Cortés 1997;
Herrero Brasas 2000; Llamas 1995, 1997, 1998; Llamas and Vidarte 2000).
Scholars familiar with the postmodern perspective have started to analyze the rep-
resentation of male homosexuality in Spanish cinema and literature (Smith 1996,
1998). Other aspects of gay sexuality, such as the gay subculture (Guasch 2000c),
are either little studied or are an almost unexplored territory. Another major hole in
gay and lesbian studies in Spain is constituted by analyses of the sexual behavior of
sexual dissidents, for instance, on polygamy or monogamy within homosexual
relationships, bisexuality, sadomasochism, and risky sexual activity in the era of
AIDS.

Reading academic literature on same-sex sexuality in Spain, one gets the firm
impression that all Spanish people who are sexually interested in people of their
own sex happen to be men. Spanish gay studies are mainly written by men and over-
whelmingly focused on the experiences of men. A minority of authors add a foot-
note to their writings acknowledging the existence of lesbians and the possibility
that lesbians’ experiences and mobilization may differ from those of male homo-
sexuals. Most scholars do not even bother to make such a small gender-sensitive
gesture. The lesbian subculture and the lesbian movement have been only rarely
analyzed (Llamas and Vila 1997; Viiiuales 2000a, 2000b).

MEN

In Spain, the study of gender and society is still the analysis of women and soci-
ety. Men and masculinities have scarcely been researched. Anglo-Saxon anthropol-
ogists and ethnographers were the first social scientists interested in this topic. Dur-
ing the Francoist period, these scholars undertook studies of rural Spain, mainly in
the south of the country (one of the least economically developed parts of Spain).
Anthropologists described Spanish masculinity as centered on heterosexual sexu-
ality, rejection of homosexuality, sexist attitudes, and social practices pro-
nouncedly hostile toward women. Men were supposed to actively maintain the
honor of their families. This family honor was a multidimensional feature of social
life and included the preservation of the virginity of single women, the faithfulness
of married women, and the sexual abstinence of widows (Brandes 1991; Gilmore
1987; Pitt-Rivers 1971, 1979). These anthropological studies have been criticized
for presenting a unitary Spanish masculinity deducted only from the experiences of
rural, heterosexual, middle-aged married men without taking into account other
types of men. Anglo-Saxon anthropologists have also been accused of exaggerat-
ing the machismo of Spanish men (Hart 1998). Other forms of masculinity, such as
those of the Gypsy community, have been less analyzed (San Roméan Espinosa
1976).

Studies on men with a more sociological focus started to appear in the 1980s,
although the majority of them have been produced since the 1990s. Two main



topics have interested researchers on men (not listed by order of importance). First,
scholars have analyzed the reactions of Spanish men to the advancement of women
in all areas of social life. These studies have reached opposite conclusions. For
some authors, most men conceptualize women’s liberation as an unstoppable pro-
cess and have adapted to this social change (Baigorri 1995). For other social scien-
tists, the responses of men are more diverse. Some (or many) men have received
women’s advancement with ambivalence or even aversion and have actively tried to
resist the improvement of women’s lot and the erosion of male privileges (Falc6n
1986). Second, scholars have researched the characteristics of male perpetrators of
violence against women (Acin Gémez 2000; Beneyto Arrojo 2000; Echeburia and
Fernandez-Montalvo 1998; Roig 1999; Serrano Saiz 2000). Most other topics have
been little studied, such as the representation of men in advertising (Lopez Varas
1994; Rey 1994) and male clients of female prostitutes (Hart 1998).

In short, the study of men and masculinities is still in an embryonic stage in
Spain. This is an area where more research is badly needed.

CONCLUSION

I'have shown that in the past three decades, an impressive body of studies on gen-
der and Spanish society has been developed. However, a caveat is necessary at this
point. An article on existing research on any topic might give the reader the impres-
sion that the question has been closely investigated and that there are few aspects
that need further research. This is definitely not the case with gender and society in
Spain, where the gaps in coverage are enormous. As documented throughout this
article, there are many dimensions of each issue that have not yet been researched at
all. Therefore, if a scholar wants to investigate one of these dimensions, she or he
will have to start from scratch and do a lot of fieldwork, which is very time and
resource consuming. A related problem is the inadequate dissemination of research
already done. No sociological journal on gender exists in Spain. It is often the case
that some publications on gender hardly circulate and that itis very difficult to have
access to them or even to know that they exist. Therefore, there is a continual danger
of replicating studies already undertaken.

To assess the merits of research on gender in Spanish society, it is important to
know that the degree of institutionalization of gender studies in Spain is very low.
The central organizational unit of the Spanish university system is the department.
No gender studies department exists.® This means that all scholars who do research
on gender develop their academic careers in departments dedicated to other disci-
plines (mainly sociology). Generally speaking, such scholars teach courses on
sociological topics different from gender. This occurs because the impact of gender
knowledge on the Spanish sociology curriculum has been minimal. In contrast with
the United States, with very few exceptions, courses on sociology of gender are
hardly taught in Spanish universities. The majority of sociology syllabi do not con-
tain sections on gender or readings on gender. Regarding research, if scholars



specializing in gender want to fit into their departments, they have to publish on
areas other than gender. This institutional framework means a triple shift for gender
scholars: to teach courses other than on gender, to publish on topics different than
gender, and to research gender and society. This institutional framework is a power-
ful barrier to many scholars interested in gender (Uriarte 1997a). Future sociologi-
cal analyses on the development of the sociology of gender in Spain will explain
how a rich empirical literature on the topic has been built in such a challenging and
nonconducive academic scenario.

NOTES

1. [ have analyzed all articles on gender published in the main social science journals in Spain since
their first issues appeared. The journals scrutinized are Documentacion Social: Revista de Estudios
Sociales y de Sociologia Aplicada (Social Documentation: Journal of Social Studies and Applied Soci-
ology), Papers: Revista de Sociologia (Papers: Journal of Sociology), Politica y Sociedad (Politics and
Society). Revista Espafiola de Investigaciones Sociolégicas (Spanish Journal of Sociological
Research), Revista Internacional de Sociologia (International Journal of Sociology), Sistema: Revista
de Ciencias Sociales (System: Journal of Social Sciences), and Sociologia del Trabajo (Sociology of
Work). I have also examined books and chapters mainly from the Library of the Women’s Institute. This
library has approximately 12,000 volumes and is probably the best library on gender in the country.

2. In Spain, most research in the social sciences is done at the university.

3. I have tried to review sociology works, although this has not always been possible since gender is
an interdisciplinary field of knowledge.

4. With the exception of studies on education (see below), the analysis of girlhood and female ado-
lescents has hardly been done in Spain (but see Maquieira d’ Angelo 1989).

5. The overwhelming majority of Spaniards consider themselves Catholic (85 percent in March
2000). Although the number of practicing Catholics is much lower than the number of self-declared
Catholics, it is significant: In March 2000, 21 percent of those self-declared Catholics affirmed that they
attend religious services (excluding social events such as weddings, first communions, or funerals)
almost every Sunday or religious festivity, and about 3 percent do so various days per week (Centro de
Investigaciones Sociolégicas 2000).

6.1n 1960, the female labor force as a percentage of female population from 15 to 64 years of age was
26 percent in Spain, 43 percent in the United States, and 46 percent in the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development. In 1990, the parallel figures were 41 percent in Spain, 68 percent in the
United States, and 59 percent in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (Organi-
zation for Economic Cooperation and Development 1992, 39).

7. Since the 1970s, institutions with the explicit purpose of advancing women’s rights and status
have been established in all Western countries. These institutions are called “women’s policy agencies”
or “state feminist institutions” in the literature (McBride Stetson and Mazur 1995).

8. Gender research has acquired a certain degree of institutionalization, for instance, with the cre-
ation of interdepartmental gender research institutes.
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