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A NETWORK ANAL YSIS OF A SWEDISH TEMPERANCE 

MOVEMENT 1896-1937 

Rickard Sandell and Charlotta Stem 

ABSTRACT 

In this paper we address the free-rider prob1em from a network 
perspective. We suggest that individuals' groups of relevant others are 
considerably smaller than is usually assumed in the Olsonian tradition. 
Instead of focusing on the interest group as a whole, we argue that a 
group of relevant others consists of those to whom the individual is tied 
through various social bonds. Since these groups tend to be small, 
social selective incentives are líkely to be efficient in inducing 
individual participation. In testing these ideas empirically, we use 
microdata on members of a Swedish temperance movement organiz
ation during the period of 1896-1937. We estímate how individuals' 
groups of relevant others are composed with respect to membership in 
the rnovement organization and how the composition of the groups 
affects indiViduals' decisions to join the movement organization. The 
results of the analysis support our thesis that additional movement 
members in the g·roup of relevant others increase an individual's 
propensity to join a social movement organization. However, the 
results also lend support to Olson's free-rider thesis: When controlling 
for the composition of the group of relevant others, additional members 
in the movement as a whole decrease an individual 's propensity to join 
the movement. 
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Introduction 

By introducing the free-rider problem into sociology and political 

science, Mancur Olson (1965) once and for ali made problematic what 

earlier was taken for granted, namely, why individuals form and join 
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