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RESUMEN:  

This paper analyzes Frantz Fanon’s theory of subjectivation in Black Skin, White Mask (1952), 

through Maria Lugones’ work on The Coloniality of Gender (2007). Assuming the colonial 

modernity as founded on the co-construction of gender and race, the work of Fanon reveals 

how those two categories operates simoultaneously in the process of becoming subject. Fanon 

shows how subjectivation of the colonized has its roots in the desire of lactification, that is in 
the attempts to become white in order to acced to the being. Analyzing intersubjective relations 

between the colonized male and the white woman as much as between the colonized female 

and the white man, lactification is revealed as a gender based dynamics, which confronts the 

colonized to the impossibility to subjectivate within the normative frameworks of coloniality of 

gender but rather by calling him into question. 

PALABRAS CLAVE: subjectivation, coloniality, gender. 

 

1. Introduction 

Frantz Franon’s first publication, Black Skin, White Masks (1967 [1952]), purposes a 
fundamental approach to understand subjection and subjectivation processes. Fanon 
defines colonial and racial power relations as unavoidable analytical lenses. 

The aim of this work is to grasp how Fanon’s conceptual prism on the subject in 
becoming has been forged not only by the notion of race but also by that of gender. 
Although Fanon doesn’t fully theorize gender nor its relation with race, he comes to 
understand their coextensive nature. Racialisation and sexualisation of colonial 
domination, and their intrinsic co-construction are analyzed by Fanon as central 
dynamics in the subjectivation processes. De facto, in Black Skin, White Mask, albeit 
with a non rigorous terminological apparatus, Fanon realizes what in the debate 
between gender and decolonial studies has been recently systematized under the 
notion of “coloniality of gender”. Coined by the argentine philosopher Maria Lugones 
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(2008), that concept permitted to analyse gender within the framework of capitalist 
modernity as an intrinsically colonial construct, which has played a central role in 
structuring race based relations and, viceversa, it has been structured through 
racialisation processes.  

Thus, by detecting the coloniality of gender between the lines of the Fanonian text, the 
aim of this work is to understand subjectivation as a process which cannot be analysed 
separately from the subjection framework which has been defined by the intersection 
of gender and race power relations. Moreover, by pointing out how those categories 
are imposed as access doors to the modern colonial ontology, this work aims to 
highlight how subjectivation triggers and comes into conflict with it. 

2. The coloniality of gender 

By the concept of coloniality of gender, Lugones defines the funcion of gender in 
adfirming the coloniality of power, that is what Anibal Quijano (2000) defines as the 
core of capitalistic globasl modernity.  

However, Lugones challenges Quijano’s theorisation for having assumed gender and 
heterosexuality as anhistorical catergories, so neglecting the intrinsic function of 
gender in constituing race domination and viceversa the role of race in prescribing 
gender. As a matter of fact, the modern notion of gender was imposed through the 
colonization and it was used as tool for reproducing the colonial system itself:. For this 
reason, according to Lugones, the modern colonial power strucutre has to be 
understood  through the notion of race as a gendered category and a notion of gender 
as a racialized one (Lugones, 2008, p.12).   

Futhermore, the concepts of man and woman became a mark of the human and a 
mark of civilization: only the civilized were men or women (Lugones, 2010, p. 743). On 
the contrary, colonized, albeit within the female-male opposition paradigm, suffered a 
process of  gender based dehumanization: “males become not-human-as-not-men, and 
colonized females became not-human-as-not-women.” (p. 744). Thus, colonized were 
represented as determined by a hypertrophic, brutal and violent sexuality. That 
legitimized a systematic use of sexual violence on colonized females. 

At the same time, the figure of the woman came to correspond with that of the 
European, white, sexually passive woman: her role was to reproduce that domination 
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system in which the white, bourgeois man is the only one recognized subject of power 
(p. 743). 

3. The epidermalization of subjection  

Sealed in his blackness, the Black is affected by what Fanon defines as a  
psychoexistential complex of inferiority, which has at once a political, economical and 
psychological nature, submitted to epidermalization (Fanon, 1967, p. 4): it is the black 
skin color which objectifies and naturalizes such inferiority condition and it makes any 
extrinsic corporal schema as inconceivable: the black man is “an anxious man who 
cannot escape his body” (p. 47). However, by disclosing such inferiority in terms of a 
process, Fanon subtracts that from appearing as innate and immutable. Thus, Fanon 
reveals the inferiority as an inferiorisation process, that is “the correlative to the 
European’s feeling of superiority. Let us have the courage to say it outright: It is the 
racist who creates his inferior” (p. 69). If Fanon explicitly defines racism as 
epidermalization of inferiority, however he understands, without expliciting, that such 
epidermalization is interconnected with a sexuation and sexualization of inferiority 
itself. 

3.1. The multiple meanings of “man”  
Fanon asserts that “the black is not a man” (p. 1): the feeling of inferiority corresponds 
to a feeling of non-existance. Blackness is also described as a “zone of nonbeing” 
(p.2), which makes ontology as exclusiveley achievable within whitness and civilisation. 
Or rather, it is the white who prevent the black to acceed to the being. To be means to 
be a man, and the black is not a man.  

Fanon’s use of the word “man” is here submitted to investigation and questions, 
especially through the analitical filter of the coloniality of gender. As many Fanon’s 
commenters point out (Berner 1995, Bhabha 1989, McClintock 1995), Fanon 
frequentely uses the word “man” to allude to the whole human sphere. In parallel, 
under no circumstances the sexuated meaining of “man” is distinguished by the former 
case. Such ambivalence has been affected by the common use of the male lexical 
variant with a universal meaning and it transposes on the linguistic domain the 
equivalent gender based domination structure. 

However, analyzing Fanonian use of the word “man” through the notion of coloniality 
of gender, it reveals that gendering the dimension of humanity is a precondition for its 
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intelligibility within the framework of colonial modernity. In this regard Fanon purposes 
the notion of sociogeny (Fanon, 1967, p. 4) to define the necessity to understand the 
becoming of the subject within the social dynamics framework where it has been 
positioned. “[I]n some circumstances the socius is more important than the 

individual51” (Fanon, 1967, p.78). In other words, the meaning of man as socially (then 
also sexually) determined subject can never be avoided. Perhaps it is no accident that 
Fanon, in order to exemplify that, quotes a Pierre Naville (1948) essay where he 
asserts that the individual sexuality sphere has been explained and determined by 
social and economic conditions, and by those class struggles that affect any potential 
transformation of them. Under these circumstances, therefore, the figure of the black 
man who is not a man portrays, firstly, the impossibility for colonized to be intelligible 
as human being; secondly, however, it suggests the intrinsic colonial nature of the 
modern category of man, as a gendered precondition to acceed to humanity. Fanon’s 
Black man who’s not a man as not a human, echoes Lugones’ colonized male who’s 
not human as not a man. 

Effectiveley, by analyzing Octave Mannoni’s work on the Psychology of Colonization 
(1964), Fanon asserts that the inferiorization process is determined by preventing the 
inferiorized to be assigned to the category of man. Although Fanon challenges 
Mannoni’s opinion that inferiority complex is connatural to the colonized, he agrees 
instead with Mannoni on the fact that it is in encountering the colonizer that the 
colonized discovers to be a man, by a process of identification; however, he discovers 
subsequently that such essence is denied to the Black. Blackness itself takes a 
significance only on the basis of the domination relation with the White. 

By applying this theory to the history of the Malgasy people, Fanon asserts then that 
the “Malgasyhood” was born within the relation with the White and it is intrinsic to 
that. Then, a Malgasy is not a Malgasy in hiself, but rather, if he is a Malgasy “it is 
because the white man has come, and if at a certain stage he has been led to ask 
himself whether he is indeed a man, it is because his reality as a man has been 
challenged.” (Fanon, 1967, p. 73). In fact, it in encountering and colliding with the 
coloniality of the white man ontology that the colonized has experienced a process of 
subjection in terms of racial and sexual sub-ontologization: assigning the colonized to a 
non-white race means denying him humanity as much as a gender together with that. 
                                                      
51 In the original version, what here is translated as individual, would rather correspond to man: “à certains moments 
le socius est plus important que l’homme.” (Fanon, 1952, p. 103) 
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Conversely, it is properly a being, a male gendered and white one, who is the motor 
subject of such colonization process, imposing himself and his own ontological 
categories and claiming for a unversal value. The colonized turns out to be black   in 
discovering that black means “wicked, sloppy, malicious, instinctual” (p. 145) as much 
as worthless parasite that must bring itself as quickly as possible into step with the 
white civilized world (p. 73). 

 

3.2. The alienation between subjection and subjcetivation: Lactification and 
Negrophobia 
The inferiority feeling internalized by the colonized doesn’t correspond, however, to a 
completely passive dynamics: Fanon shows how the colonized constantly attempts to 
dominate that feeling, by implementing interindividual and intraindividual mechanisms 
of overcompensation, affective exacerbation and aggressivity.  

Once sufference becomes unbearable, the only tool of defense, also understood as the 
only path to salvation, is to escape: escape from oneself. Thus, the colonized turns the 
sufference for inferiority in a sufference from not being a white man, that is the only 
one condition the colonial system conceives as subjectivity.  Therby, the sufference of 
the colonized who is relegated to a subontological dehumanized condition, reveals 
itself as the first site of the colonized subjectivation. 

Fanon points out how the racialisation imposes itself through a double mechanism 
which comes to attribute to the Black both the responsibility for her/his own subjected 
condition and the responsibility to escape it, to be worthy of a civilized world. Thus, on 
one hand, the Black is forced to wear the livery of the culpability for his/her own 
inferior condition; on the other hand s/he has to wear also the livery of the permanent 
injunction to behave like a good Black to the white eyes. In other words, the Black 
cohabits with a fault to expiate, that however will be endlessly expiated, because the 
colonized will never be absolved by that fault, which is the fact of not being white.  

Despite the injunction to escape blackness is intrinsic to the racialization itself, Fanon 
graps the ambivalence of a process which he defines “lactification” (p.33) or 
internalized “Negrophobia” (p.123). Those two terms express the double meaning of 
an alienating and subjectivating dynamic at the same time. 
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As a matter of fact, the desire to become white and to whiten the whole black race, 
corresponds in the Black to a dynamic of expulsion and alienation of the Self. However, 
the Self doesn’t stop existing, expressing a subjective desire and therefore acting 
according to that. My thesis is that Fanon shows the origins of the subjectivation within 
alienation and interior conflicts of the Self. From this perspective, the lactification is the 
first way found by the colonized to become subject, not only because whitness is the 
unique subjectivity condition that is admitted by the colonial system, but also because 
the process of lactification implies the activation of a subjective desire to become 
white, that is, in this respect, a subjective acting. 

Moreover, defining such dynamics in terms of internalized Negrophobia, permits to 
understand another analytical element. One can say the Negrophobic Black, who lives 
in a subjection condition based on alienation, is hating him/herself. But alienation, in 
this perspective, is also the only possible form to resist to the forced sub-
ontologization. Desiring to expell one’s own interior “Negro”, means wanting to expell 
from inside oneself that condition of dehumanization, assimilation to bestiality and 
wickedness, which has been imposed from the outside, by the colonizer. Desiring 
lactification, on the contrary, means then subjectivating a will, inagurating a willing 
subject. 

One can say then, that the Negrophobic Black, while hating him/herself, s/he is 
howevever asserting a Self, who hates its condition of non-existance, nullification and 
subjection. The lactification, in this sense, as the alienation of the Negrophobic Black, 
is the site of what Sandro Mezzadra (2002) has defined as “longings for subjectivation  
[aneliti di soggettivazione]”. Furthermore, Mezzadra has also showed the specificity of 
the political subject according to Fanon, by defining it as always grasped in a moment 
of openness, into a reprieve that constitutes it on the verge of becoming other from 
itself (2013, p. 201). 

Maria Lugones’s theorization about coloniality of gender proposes a similar approach to 
subjectivation. She talks, indeed, about fragmented conscience of colonization. The 
conscience is fragmented and not completely annulled exactly because the conscience 
itself fragments as a resistance mechanism to the colonization: “I want to think of the 
colonized neither as simply imagined and constructed by the colonizer and colonizlity in 
accordance with the colonial imagination and the structures of the capitalist colonial 
venture, but as a being who begins to inhabit a fractured locus constructed doubly, 
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who perceives doubly, relates doubly, where the ‘sides’ of the locus are in tension, and 
the conflict itself actively informs the subjectivity of the colonized self in multiple 
relation” (Lugones 2010, p. 748). If the racism creates the inferiorized - as Fanon 
claims - is also true that the subjection produces a subject in terms of a subject(ed) to 
a form of colonial and dehumanizing power. De facto, at the same time, the capacity of 
acting subjectively exceeds the subjection itself -  and it is subjectively expressed - 
albeit in the sufferance for a dehumanizing condition.  

4. The coloniality of gender in the desire of latification 

The alienation ambivalence and the subjectivation inherent to the lactification are even 
more evident if read through the lens of the coloniality of gender. 

As Lugones theorizes, coloniality of gender invades not only one’s sense of the self, but 
also the intersubjective relations - and their relation to the world (2010, p. 748). 
Fanon’s analysis of the lactification, indeed, have been developed in two central 
chapters of Black Skin, White Masks, whose subject is, respectively, the intersubjective 
relation between  The Woman of Color and the White Man, and The Man of Color and 
the White Woman. I’ll start my analysis from the latter, using this second chapter as 
analysis filter of the former. In fact, in the relation between the black man and the 
white woman, the author locates in the figure of the black man his own standpoint that 
affects all the analyzed dynamics. 

4.1 Black Skin, White Maskulinity 
“Out of the blackest part of my soul, across the zebra striping of my mind, surges this 
desire to be suddenly white. I wish to be acknowledged not as black but as 
white...[W]ho but a white woman can do this for me? By loving me she proves that I 
am worthy of white love. I am loved like a white man. I am a white man” (Fanon, 
1967, p. 45). Since the beginning of the chapter The Man of Color and the White 
Woman, Fanon describes, in first person, the co-constructing dynamic between race 
and gender and how such reciprocity is placed as access door to the being. Becoming 
subject means not only to become white, but a white man. (Male) gender and (white) 
race become synonymous in the colonized’s desire of lactification: he “had fulfilled in a 
dream his wish to become white - that is, to be a man” (p. 168). There cannot be any 
masculinity outside whiteness and there cannot be any humanity outside such 
intersection. Thus, the black man who refuses his dehumanization tries to have access 
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to humanity asserting himself as a white (and) man. Yet, such possibility cannot take 
place but within the relation with the Other, the Other from the Self, which is able to 
adfirm the colonized in his need of valorization - in other words, able to realize the 
white man “subjective certainty”: “[W]hat I want to see in the eyes of others is a 
reflection that pleases me” (p. 165). Indeed, a specific alterity can suit the criteria 
posed by lactification: the white woman alterity within the framework of  an erotic-
affective relation. 

Although Fanon doesn’t recognizes the historicity of heterosexuality notion, he 
recognizes that the heterosexual relation with a white woman is what defines the Black 
as man, because it is conceived as the tool through which he adfirms his own 
masculinity and, thus, his own humanity. 

Therefore, there is not any other woman but the white one - who can give to the black 
man the illusion of being human – by being recognized by the white man’s alterity. In 
other words, the black man tries to achieve his access to the being by performing the 
same positioning of the white man, performing the same power relations, assuming 
the whole system the white man has imposed. 

Therefore, the white man claims his own subjectivity by projecting his alterity into the 
woman category in terms of an appropriation object. In the same way, the black man 
tries to claims his own subjectivity by performing the same othering and appropriating 
relation: “When my restless hands caress those white breasts, they grasp white 
civilization and dignity and make them mine” (p. 45). 

In this scene, the white dignity, as an object of appropriation, as gendered and 
sexualized reification, explicits the role of the coloniality of gender since the first 
longings of subjectivation. In these terms, dignity is related to an apparatus of values 
abstractions which has been imposed by colonization via the categories of gender and 
race. Therefore, the colonized attempt to appropriate dignity by possessing the white 
woman’s breasts, consists in trying to appropriate a system of values, which he has 
known only through a process of violent deprivation, that is, indeed a process of 
hierarchical binary genderization and racialization of dignity itself. 

As Lugones states, probably and accidentally echoing Fanon, “the hierarchical 
dichotomy as a mark of the human also became a normative tool to damn the 
colonized” (Lugones, 2010, p. my emphasis). 
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Furthermore, acceding to masculinity via white woman means, to the colonized male, 
to access to gender - in terms of emancipating from a so defined brutal, instinctual  
sexuality. The exclusion of the colonized by gender intelligibility is theorized by 
Lugones as much as it is asserted by Fanon: “For the majority of white men the Negro 
represents the sexual instinct (in its raw state). The Negro is the incarnation of a 
genital potency beyond all moralities and prohibitions” (Fanon, 1967, p. 136). Thus, by 
opposing sex to gender, the black is opposed to the white as the non-human to the 
human. By the convergence of those oppositions, the colonial subjection has been 
accomplished: the colonized are reified and reduced to their own genital and biology. 

Such hypersexualization of the black man carries to associate blackness to sexual 
violence: “Whoever says rape says Negro” (p. 127). Consequently, the erotic relation 
between the white woman and the black man gives to the latter the illusion to evade 
the brutal and violent sexuality, accessing to the sphere of the gendered human one. 

4.2. (The rape of) The Woman of Color and the White Man 
The hypersexualization concerns all the colonized bodies. Hypersexualizing the 
colonized male (and representing it as a rapist) acts as counterbalance to the figure of 
the colonized female as possessed by a voracious sexual appetite. It has been through 
this representation that colonized females mass rapes have been accomplished- 
claiming, this way, the penetration of the colonized lands. 

The hypersexualization of the colonized females has justified the appropriation of their 
bodies under the excuse of satisfying an unfulfilled sexual desire. Under this 
perspective, raping the colonized females operated a dynamic of devirilization and 
dehumanization of the colonized males: always presuming an heterosexual framework, 
males were defined as unable to accomplish that sexual satisfaction claimed by the 
colonizer at their place.  

As Patricia Hill Collins analyzes by taking up Angela Davis’ work, “the controlling image 
of Black men as rapists has always ‘strengthened its inseparable companion: the image 
of the black woman as chronically promiscuous. And with good reason, for once the 
notion is accepted that black men harbor irresistible, animal-like sexual urges, the 
entire race is invested with bestiality (1978, 27)’. A race of ‘animals’ can be treated as 
such” (Hill Collins, 2000, p. 164).  
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Through those theoretical and historical premises I am going to analyze the Fanonian 
discourse on lactification concerning the relation between The Woman of Color and the 
White Man. In that chapter, Fanon criticizes Mayotte Capécia’s autobiographical novel, 
Je suis Martiniquaise (1948) in which she displays the relationship between her, a 
Martinican black woman, and a French white man, serving as a  militar in the colony. 
Fanon firmly condemns Capécia because of her desire to whiten her race and her 
lineage through the relation with a white man. 

My understanding of the relation between the black woman and the white man will 
consider two issues: on one hand, Fanon’s differential approach to the black man and 
the black woman’s lactification; on the other hand, James A. Arnold’s inquiry (2002) on 
Je suis martiniquaise, identifing the effective novel’s author under the name of Edmond 
Buchet, a white French employee of Correa Editions. According to Arnold, Mayotte 
Capécia would  have been the figurehead due to a marketing strategy. 

By re-reading Je suis martiniquaise as written by a white French man, the black 
woman’s desire of lactification, as it is grasped by Fanon in the text, gets a new 
meaning. In fact, assuming that the historical relation between male colonizers and 
colonized females has been founded on rape, the black woman of Je suis 
martiniquaise, embodies then a different dynamic. In terms of a representation given 
by a white man, of the black woman, the latter, in the act of desiring a white man, 
embodies the culpabilisation of the colonized for the colonization. Thereby, the raped 
black woman has been silenced and replaced in Je suis martiniquaise by a woman that 
would have fervently desired that relation.  

In his analysis Fanon uncritically proposes a representation of the black woman as 
hypersexualized, by defining her as suffering from “affective erethism” (Fanon, 1967, 
p. 42). Moreover, by attributing to her the fault of desiring a white man and refusing a 
black one, Fanon doesn’t hide a “feeling of insignificance” (p. 35) as black alienated 
male trying to acceed to the being: “Blue eyes, the people say, frighten the Negro” 
(p.29) and  because of the refusal of the black female, “he is full of rage because he 
feels small, he suffers from an inadequacy in all human communication” (p. 35). That 
experience of devirilization confirms in the black male the demand to become a man 
and to be loved as a man, that is to become white.  

However, in the same chapter, Fanon shows his conscience about the historical 
phenomenon colonized females rape: “Since he is the master and more simply the 
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male, the white man can allow himself the luxury of sleeping with many women. This 
is true in every country and especially in colonies. But when a white woman accepts a 

black man there is automatically a romantic aspect. It is a giving, not a seizing [viol]52. 
In the colonies, in fact, even though there is little marriage or actual sustained 
cohabitation between whites and blacks, the number of hybrids is amazing. This is 
because the white men often sleep with their black servants... When a soldier of the 
conquering army went to bed with a young Malagasy girl, there was undoubtedly no 
tendency on his part to respect her entity as another person. The racial conflicts did 
not come later, they coexisted.” (p. 32, n5). 

Although Fanon doesn’t develop his reflection further, in this statement he asserts the 
role of rape in the colonization process and the fact that the relation between white 
men and black women doesn’t allow the latter to be recognzed as women. Effectiveley, 
even when they give birth to babies deriving from those relations, they are never 
recognized as wives as much as the babies are not recognized as sons by the 
colonizers. This is, indeed, the experience of the main charachter in Je suis 
martiniquaise, who is left by the white man just few days before to give birth to their 
son. The biological father gives her only the responsibiity to transfer to the son the 
worth of white masculinity.  

Lastly, it is noted that Fanon expresses also a conscience about simoultaneaus 
implementation of colonized females’ rape and the constituing of racial conflicts. Once 
again, from Fanon’s discourse a consubstantiality of gender and race dynamics in 
colonial domination is asserted. 

4.2.1 The white woman as “matrix of race” 
In both the two analyzed chapters, the figure of the white woman plays a central role. 
In fact, in both the two cases, what characterizes the white woman figure is the role 
that has been historically assigned to her by the imposition of the coloniality of 
gender.As a matter of fact, her historical role has been to “reproduce race and capital 
through her sexual purity, passivity, and being homebound in the service of the white, 
European, bourgeois man” (Lugones, 2010, p. 743) 

Elsa Dorlin defined that social figure as “the matrix of race” (La matrice de la race, 
2006), showing that the modern notion of nation, from the verge of the French 

                                                      
52  Cf the original version: “Il y a don et non pas viol” (Fanon, 1952, p. 44), litterally: “It is a giving, not a 
raping”. 
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Revolution and from the history of that country, has been embodied by the figure of 
the white woman in terms of a well-born, pure, healthy, fruitful mother (mère). She 
becomes the vehicle to build an equally healthy and fruitful nation. Thus, that figure 
permit to replace the notion of nation as an assemblage of heterogeneus subjects 
under the same king, and to claim instead a nation as the site of the fraternity, the 
reunion of the brothers (frères) as sons of an only one mother: the mother becomes 
then the tool to fabricate a people, to constitute a people of whites and owners. She 
carries in herself the autochtony and the domination at the same time, she embodies 
the Nation temperament. She becomes the matrix of race (p. 208- 209).  

Re-reading the intersubjetive relations analysed by Fanon in the light of such 
theorization, it is clear why the white woman construct is at stake: on one hand, in the 
relation between the colonized female and the white man, the white woman is the 
reason why the colonized cannot be assigned to the category of woman: she can not 
and she must not to embody the role to reproduce the nation, because it would call 
into question the racial (white) matrix of the nation construct. Consequentely, on the 
other hand, the colonized male, seeking to posses the white woman body, is 
attempring to become part of the frères’ circle. For this reason such relation is 
sanctioned by the rapresentation of the black man as a rapist. 

With this perspective, that dynamics forges the central meaning of one of the most 
known scenes that are presented by Fanon in Black Skin, White Masks, that one which 
has been summed up in the exclamation: “Look, a Negro!”. Its analysis shows also the 
central importance of the coloniality of gender in triggering a turning point in 
subjectivation, that is a disalienation process. 

5. “Look, a Negro!”, or the dialienating subjectivation 

In the chapter The Fact of Blackness, Fanon reports the personal experience of having 
been called as “Negro” (Nègre). Analyzing that scene, Pierre Macherey theorizes the 
necessity to understand subjectivation as a situated process, that is within the 
framework of a specific power relation dynamic: “one is never a subject pure and 
simple, or a subject in an absolute sense, but only ever a subject in a situation, in a 
colonial or imperial situation, for example, as in the case studied by Fanon.” 
(Macherey, 2012, p. 18). On the basis of Macherey’s perspective, then, the 
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subjectivation process in the “Look, a Negro!” scene, has to be framed in the 
coloniality of the co-constructing relation between gender and race. 

Fanon perceives himself as Negro when a white little boy in the arms of his mother 
exclaims: “Mama, see the Negro! I’m frightened!” (Fanon, 1967, p. 84). Macherey 
states that through the boy’s words, but above all through his eyes, Fanon realizes to 
be fixed to an imagine of wickedness and fear. Hence, Fanon feels to be responsible at 
the same time for his body, his race and his ancestors (p. 84). The intersubjective 
relation, according to Macherey’s analysis, gains a signification that transcends it: “It is 
an anonymous voice, which uses the body it possesses as a resonator, rendering vain 
the attempt to assign responsibility to anyone in particular: one may be tempted to 
say, in a language that differs from Fanon’s, that it is the voice of ideology itself” 
(Macherey, 2012, p. 17). 

However, what comes to complicate the analysis is the remark through which the 
mother intervene in the scene. It is indeed her remark that provokes Fanon’s answer:  

“Hell, he’s getting mad…Take no notice, sir, he does not know that you are as civilized 
as we ... Look how handsome that Negro is!” “Kiss the handsome Negro’s ass, [Ce 
beau nègre vous emmerde] madame!” (p. 86-87).  

Through the mother’s comment, which is addressed at the same time to the little boy 
and to Fanon, not only Fanon turns out himself as stucked in his blackness, but he 
assists at the coloniality of gender producing such dynamics: the white woman, who 
embodies the color of the colonial nation and the responsibility to reproduce the race, 
teaches to her son to feel fear of the intrinsic wickedness of the black and to expect 
the black to behave as civilized white. The white mother, in that scene, reproduces his 
function of raising a new member for the nation of the frères. In so doing, she 
establishes the exclusion of the black man from that nation, and from the being, too. 

Fanon, who well knows the importance of the language in the processes of 
lactification, because the one who expresses himself well is almost white (Fanon, 1967, 
p. 11), becomes aware then that a subjectivation within the social and political 
structure imposed by colonial power is not possible for the colonized. Then he decides 
to refuse it, so starting to disalienate himself: by claiming a rough language he claims 
exactly that imagine of the Negro who he has tried to escape until then through 
lactification. 
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Fanon speaks in French, the language of his own inferiorization, but he comes to 
overturn its function: he claims an emancipated position at the same time as he claims 
that imagine of inferior subhuman. In the act of self-representing, Fanon subtracts 
himself from being “overdetermined from without” (p. 87) that is from the white 
woman representation. Thus, Fanon, de facto, subtracts to the woman the coloniality 
of that gender which she has been assigned to, undermining by a conflictual dialectic 
the alienating relation between subjects in becoming. 

6. Conclusions 

The “Look, a Negro!” scene sets up the passage from an alienating to a disalienating 
condition of the subject in becoming. In the first phase, in fact, the colonized seeks a 
space for subjective action within the normative tangle of gender and race dynamics, 
and s/he find him/herself locked; in the second phase, the colonized understands the 
impasse and rather than trying to move in the tangle, s/he begins to move the tangle 
itself. 

In the first phase, Fanon proves to be conscious of the fact that coloniality of power 
establishes an acquisitve and abusing relation of the human toward the world. (p. 97). 
Therefore, when the colonized subjectivation wears the white mask, the same 
acquisitive and abusing dynamics are set up. In this first attempt to subjectivate, 
becoming white means also to aceed to gender and to escape this way to be reificated 
and reducted to one's own sex. In this condition, the longing of subjectivation can be 
grasped in the attempt to expell from the Self a condition of inferiority and to aceed to 
the ontological dimension of coloniality. In the second phase, by confronting with the 
impossibility of such perspective, the colonized refuses the coloniality of being and 
opposes to it the ontologizing of his/her subontoloigcal condition. 

What still has to be questioned is how coloniality of gender is called into question in 
the disalienation process, and especially in the moment in which Fanon claims his own 
blackness: what kind of demands can result in terms of gender? And how Fanon's 
claim affects the woman emboding the matrix of race? 

An important limit in the Fanonian speech is the weak attention and valorization of the 
female agency, and an equally weak recognition of his own male priviledge. 
Nontheless, starting from self-analyzing his own positioning, Fanon grasps clearly the 
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gender as  a social and colonial construct. Moreover it reveals the extreme difficulty to 
alieanate coloniality of gender from the Self. 

What results from this reading of Fanon's work, is a notion of alienation as a dimension 
that does not completely opposes to subjectivation. On the contrary they appears as 
intrinsically interconnected: it is in the tension between subjection and the impulse to 
evade it that the colonized becomes a subject: “Whenever a man of color protests, 
there is alienation” (p. 43). Conceiving the becoming subject as an already resising 
subject, permits to understand colonization as a process that does not affect a blank 
slate, but an already complex system of consciences, interacting and pulsating even in 
a fragmented and fragmenting condition. 

However, a ricomposing force  is possibile from the moment when the alienation 
dynamic disengage from the Self and addresses the colonial system dominating the 
Self. In other words, the tension of the colonized toward the colonial ontology is 
estinguished when the colonized understands, as Lugones states, that “turning the 
colonized into human beings was not a colonial goal” (2010, p. 744). As a matter of 
fact, admitting an ontological mutation of the colonized would mean to put and end to 
the colonial system itself. 

Then, the white mask the colonized tries to wear in order to be recognized, hides 
behind itself all the violence of the colonial power. Seeking to whiten means to offer 
one's own racialized body to the “civilizing mission”, that is to wear “the euphemistic 
mask of brutal access to people’s bodies through unimaginable exploitation, violent 
sexual violation, control of reproduction, and systematic terror” (Lugones, 2010, p. 
744). Removing the mask, on the other hand, means to stop suffering from 
dehumanization and starting struggling to exist as subjects. 

“The Negro is not. Any more than the white man” (Fanon, 1967, 180). Any more than 
gender. The white mask is only a mask, the black skin is only skin, and the sex is only 
a sex (and it is one sex, between more than two). Then the subject in becoming can 
start to take form within the body and beyond it, already within and toward “a world of 
reciprocal recognitions” (p.170). 

 

 



 

408 
 

7. Bibliography 

Arnold, James A. (2002). Frantz Fanon, Lafcadio Hearn et la supercherie de Mayotte 
Capécia. Revue de littérature comparée, 2, 148-166. 

Bergner, Gwen (1995). Who Is That Masked Woman? Or, the Role of Gender in Fanon's 
Black Skin, White Masks. PMLA, 1 (110), Special Topic: Colonialism and the Postcolonial 
Condition, Modern Language Association, 75-88.  

Bhabha, Homi (1986). Remembering Fanon: Self, Psyche, and the Colonial Condition. 
Foreword to Fanon, Frantz, Black Skin, White masks. London: Pluto Press. 

Capécia, Mayotte (1948). Je suis martiniquaise. Paris: Correa. 

Davis, Angela (1978). Rape, racism and the capitalism setting. Black Scholar. Journal of 
Black Studies and Research, 9 (7), 24-30. 

Dorlin, Elsa (2006). La matrice de la race. Paris: Éditions La Découverte. 

Fanon, Frantz (1952).  Peau noire, masques blancs. Paris: Editions de Seuil. 

Fanon, Frantz (1967). Black Skin, White Masks. Trans. Charles Lam Markmann. New 
York: Grove Press. 

Lugones, María (2008). The coloniality of gender. Web-dossier of Worlds & Knowledges 
Otherwise (WKO) program, Center for Global Studies and the Humanities,  

Duke University. Retrieved from: 
https://globalstudies.trinity.duke.edu/wpcontent/themes/cgsh/materials/WKO/v2d2_Lugones.pd
f.  

Lugones, María (2010). Towards a Decolonial Feminism. Hypatia, 25 (4), 742-759.  

Hill Collins, Patricia (2000). Black feminism Thought : Knowledge, 
Consciousness, and the Politics of Empowerment, London/New York: Routledge.  

Macherey, Pierre (2012). Figures of interpellations in Althusser and Fanon. Radical 
philosophy,173, 9-20. 

Mannoni, Octave (1964). Prospero and Caliban: The Psychology of Colonization. New 
York: Praeger. 

McClintock, Anne (1995). Imperial leather: Race, gender, and sexuality in the colonial 
contest. New York: Routledge. 

Naville, Pierre (1948 [1946]). Psychologie, Marxisme, Matérialisme. Paris: Marcel Riviere, 
2nd edition. 

Quijano, Anibal (2000). Colonialidad, modernidad/racionalidad. Peru Indigena, 13 (29), 
11-29.


	EDITORIAL
	La interdisciplinareidad de los Estudios de Género, una realidad en auge e imprescindible para la Universidad

	MEDIOS DE COMUNICACIÓN Y REPRESENTACIONES DE GÉNERO
	PIONERAS Y HEROÍNAS: LA RECUPERACIÓN DEL SUJETO HISTÓRICO FEMENINO EN LA PRENSA ESCRITA ACTUAL
	1. Introducción
	2. Hipótesis iniciales
	3. Metodología
	4. Resultados
	4.1 Estudio del formato de El País, El Mundo y La Vanguardia
	4.2 Perfil de las rescatadas
	4.3 El porqué de las rescatadas

	5. Conclusiones
	6. Bibliografía
	COBERTURA MEDIÁTICA Y LIDERAZGO POLÍTICO FEMENINO EN EL CASO DE ANGELA MERKEL (2005, 2009, 2013)
	1. Introducción
	2. Hipótesis iniciales
	3. Metodología
	4. Resultados
	4.1. El País

	4.2. El Mundo
	4.3. La Vanguardia

	5. Conclusiones
	6. Bibliografía
	ANÁLISIS DE LA VIOLENCIA DE GÉNERO EN ADOLESCENTES EN LA FICCIÓN TELEVISIVA ACTUAL: EL CASO DE POR TRECE RAZONES (2016)
	1. Introducción
	2. Hipótesis iniciales
	3. Metodología
	4. Resultados:
	4.1. Violencia psicológica
	4.2. Violencia simbólica:
	4.3. Violencia sexual
	4.4. Otra modalidad de violencia: La indiferencia institucional

	5. Conclusiones
	6. Bibliografía
	EL FEMINISMO COMO OBJETO DE CONSUMO EN LA SOCIEDAD DEL ESPECTÁCULO
	1. Introducción
	2. La cultura celebrity
	3. Hegemonía y mainstream
	4. Conclusiones
	5. Bibliografía
	FRIDA KAHLO EN LA GRAN PANTALLA. LA REPRESENTACIÓN CINEMATOGRÁFICA DE LA ARTISTA MEXICANA EN EL BIOPIC: EL CASO DE FRIDA Y FRIDA, NATURALEZA VIVA
	1. Introducción
	2. Corpus
	3. Objetivos
	4. Preguntas de investigación
	5. Estado de la cuestión
	6. Teoría Fílmica Feminista
	7. El biopic como género
	7.1. Panorámica de los biopics sobre mujeres

	8. Metodología
	9. Conclusiones
	10. Bibliografía

	HISTORIA
	LAS CONTRADICCIONES EN LA CONSTRUCCIÓN DEL GÉNERO FEMENINO EN EL FRANQUISMO.  LAS MUJERES DE PRESO Y LAS PRESAS POLÍTICAS.
	1. Introducción e hipótesis
	2. ¿Por qué la perspectiva de género?
	3. Las contradicciones en la construcción de género durante el franquismo, las mujeres de preso y las presas políticas.
	3.1. Las mujeres de preso.
	3.2. Las presas políticas y la maternidad.

	4. Conclusiones
	5.Bibliografía
	CUANDO LA CASA ESTÁ ACABADA ENTRA EN ELLA LA MUERTE: CONCEPCIONES EN TORNO AL ESPACIO DOMÉSTICO ANDALUSÍ
	1. Introducción
	2. Metodología
	3. Resultados
	3.1. El espacio doméstico andalusí
	3.2. Funcionalidad de los espacios domésticos residenciales: reflexiones sobre uso y domesticidad. Apuntes para una lectura en clave de género.

	4. Conclusiones
	5. Bibliografía
	LA INFLUENCIA FEMINISTA EN LA HISTORIOGRAFÍA: PERSPECTIVA DE GÉNERO EN LOS ESTUDIOS NOBILIARIOS DE LA EDAD MODERNA
	1. Introducción
	2. Metodología
	3. Resultados
	4. Conclusiones
	5. Bibliografía
	LA PRIMERA DAMA ERA HOMBRE PERFECTO: TRAVESTISMO Y PRÁCTICAS QUEER EN MADRID EN EL SIGLO XVIII
	1. Introducción
	2. Metodología e hipótesis
	3. Travestismo y transgenerismo en el Antiguo Régimen
	4. La moral, la represión y la (in)justicia en España
	5. Salir vestida de hombre y otros excesos
	6. Salir vestido de mujer de noche
	7. Conclusiones
	8. Bibliografía
	8.1. Fuentes primarias

	LOS PARADIGMAS DE LA FEMINIDAD A FINALES DEL SIGLO XIX Y PRINCIPIOS DEL XX: FEMINIDADES OPUESTAS Y DESPERTAR DE LA NUEVA MUJER NORTEAMERICANA EN LA OBRA DE KATE CHOPIN
	1. Introducción
	2. Metodología
	3. La nueva construcción de la feminidad: de la True Woman a la New Woman

	4. Análisis
	4.1. Del aislamiento al deleite aislado
	4.2. Sensaciones y nueva existencia sin esencia
	4.3. Se cierra el telón

	5. Conclusiones
	6. Referencias

	ANÁLISIS SOCIAL
	TATUAJE Y FEMINISMO: LA RECONQUISTA DEL CUERPO
	1. Introducción: situando el conocimiento
	2. Cuerpo/cuerpos: el por qué de esta investigación
	3. Cómo acercarse al cuerpo: metodología de investigación
	4. Cuerpo, tatuaje y feminismo: resultados esperados
	5. Conclusiones
	6. Bibliografía

	GÉNERO Y SEXUALIDADES
	METÁFORAS EN EL AIRE: DISCURSO, GENERO, PRESTIGIO Y PRIVILEGIOS EN LA MASCULINIDAD ACTUAL
	1. Introducción
	2. Hipótesis iniciales
	2.1. Lo normal y la construcción social de la diferencia
	2.2. Repensando el privilegio, el prestigio y el valor social

	3. Aportes metodológicos
	4. Desenredando la madeja: las políticas del desprestigio.
	5. Conclusiones
	6. Bibliografía
	EL ÁRBOL PATRIARCAL: ENSEÑANDO A VER EL GÉNERO
	1. Introducción
	2. Hipótesis iniciales
	3. Metodología
	4. Resultados
	5. Conclusiones
	6. Bibliografía
	EL GÉNERO EN LA ENCRUCIJADA. NUEVOS RETOS PARA UN CONCEPTO EN USO
	1. Introducción. Los orígenes del género
	2. Los problemas del género
	3. ¿El género es neutral o femenino?
	4. El género en la historia
	5. Conclusiones
	6. Bibliografía
	LA EDUCACION SEXUAL Y AFECTIVA: UN DERECHO, UNA PRIORIDAD
	1. Introducción
	2. Metodología
	3. Resultados
	3.1 Tipología de intervenciones pedagógicas
	3.1.1 Externalización de la educación afectiva y sexual
	3.1.2 Modelo mixto: trabajo interno e intervención externa
	3.1.3 Transversalidad de la educación afectiva y sexual
	3.2 Enfoques pedagógicos
	3.2.1 Enfoque médico y preventivo
	3.2.2 Enfoque integral con perspectiva de género

	4. Conclusiones
	5. Bibliografía
	UM VERDADEIRO KAMA SUTRA: A (DES)CONSTRUÇÃO DO CASAL HETEROSSEXUAL ÍNTIMO E IGUAL
	1. Introdução
	2. A sexualidade conjugal num contexto de transformações: hipóteses de trabalho iniciais
	3. Metodologia
	4. Resultados: a construção da harmonia conjugal e sexual
	4.1. À procura do diálogo perfeito: o papel da comunicação e da atividade sexual
	4.2. Das representações da sexualidade à concretização de práticas sexuais diversificadas

	5. Conclusão
	6. Bibliografia
	LAS POLÍTICAS DE SALUD SEXUAL Y REPRODUCTIVA EN ARGENTINA Y BRASIL 2003-2015
	1. Introducción
	2. Metodología
	3. Resultados
	3.1. Argentina
	3.2. Programa Nacional de Salud Sexual y Procreación Responsable (PNSS y PR)
	3.3. Brasil
	3.4. Política Nacional de Atención Integral a la Salud de la Mujer (PNAISM)

	4. Conclusiones
	5. Bibliografía

	POLÍTICAS PÚBLICAS Y DESIGUALDAD DE GÉNERO
	EL EMPODERAMIENTO PSICOSOCIAL FEMENINO EN EL CONTEXTO LABORAL: UNA REVISIÓN TEÓRICA
	1. Introducción
	2. El empoderamiento
	2.1. Elementos del empoderamiento
	2.2. Tipos de empoderamiento

	3. Empoderamiento psicológico
	3.1. Empoderamiento psicológico en el contexto laboral

	4. Empoderamiento con perspectiva de género
	4.1. El ejercicio femenino del poder en las organizaciones.

	5. Estrategias de empoderamiento
	6. Conclusiones
	7. Bibliografía
	EL MODELO DE LAS CUOTAS DE GÉNERO EN LOS CONSEJOS DE ADMINISTRACIÓN DE LAS EMPRESAS
	1. Introducción
	2. Hipótesis inicial
	3. Metodología
	4. Resultados
	4.1. Noruega
	4.2. España
	4.3. Unión Europea
	4.4. México
	4.5. Las cuotas de género y la libertad de empresa.

	5. Conclusiones
	6. Bibliografía
	6.1 Fuentes bibliográficas
	6.2. Referencias


	EDUCACIÓN Y DOCUMENTACIÓN
	GÉNERO E INTERCULTURALIDAD EN LA ENSEÑANZA DEL ESPAÑOL COMO SEGUNDA LENGUA
	1. Introducción
	2. Hipótesis iniciales
	2.1. La perspectiva de género en el aula de español como LE/L2
	2.2. La interculturalidad en la enseñanza del español como LE/L2

	3. Metodología
	4. Resultados
	5. Conclusiones
	6. Bibliografía
	PERSPECTIVA DE GÉNERO EN LA ENSEÑANZA DEL INGLÉS: ANÁLISIS E INTERVENCIÓN
	1. Introducción
	2. Objetivos
	3. Metodología
	3.1. Contexto y participantes
	3.2. Recogida de datos
	3.2.1 Evaluación de la percepción sobre el género en el contexto educativo.
	3.2.2 Análisis de la observación de la práctica docente
	3.2.3. Implementación de la unidad didáctica en valores sociales

	4. Resultados
	4.1. Evaluación de la percepción sobre el género en el contexto educativo.
	4.1.1. Profesoras
	4.1.2. Estudiantes
	4.2. Análisis de la observación de la práctica docente
	4.3. Implementación de la unidad didáctica en valores sociales

	5. Discusión
	5.1. Evaluación de la percepción sobre el género en el contexto educativo
	5.1.1. Profesoras
	5.1.2. Estudiantes
	5.2. Análisis de la observación de la práctica docente
	5.3. Implementación de la unidad didáctica en valores sociales

	6. Conclusiones
	7. Bibliografía
	INFLUENCIA DEL GÉNERO EN EL USO DE REDES SOCIALES ACADÉMICAS POR LOS PROFESORES DE LA UNIVERSIDAD DE SALAMANCA
	1. Introducción
	1.1. Evolución de internet
	1.2.  Web social y ciencia 2.0
	1.3. Redes sociales
	1.4. Mujeres y ciencia

	2. Objeto de estudio
	3. Metodología
	4. Resultados
	4.1. Resultados en función del género
	4.2. Resultados en función del análisis de redes

	5. Conclusiones
	6. Bibliografía

	VIOLENCIA DE GÉNERO
	LA APORTACIÓN DEL FEMINISMO EN LA PSICOTERAPIA CON MUJERES: INTERIORIZACIÓN PERSONAL SUBJETIVA DEL FEMINISMO EN LA PRAXIS COTIDIANA COMO PSICÓLOGA
	1. Introducción
	2. Objetivos e hipótesis iniciales
	3. Metodología
	3.1. Materiales y método
	3.2. Procedimiento
	3.3. Análisis de la información

	4. Resultados
	4.1. Elementos fundamentales de la psicoterapia feminista: Su aportación en el bienestar de las mujeres
	4.2. La importancia de una actitud feminista consolidada de la psicoterapeuta: Desde una aceptación pasiva a un compromiso activo del feminismo

	5. Conclusiones y prospectiva
	6. Bibliografía
	LA PERSPECTIVA FEMINISTA EN EL ABORDAJE DEL TRAUMA A TRAVÉS DEL ARTETERAPIA
	1. Introducción: El arteterapia
	2. Hipótesis iniciales-Pregunta de investigación
	3. Trauma y cuerpo
	4. Vías de recuperación: el abordaje del trauma. Líneas de investigación actuales.
	5. Paradigma Feminista en Arteterapia para el abordaje del trauma
	6. Metodología. Una reflexión sobre la metodología de investigación en este campo
	7. Conclusiones
	8. Bibliografía
	PREVENCIÓN DE SITUACIONES DE CIBERACOSO EN LA ADOLESCENCIA
	1. Introducción
	2. Hipótesis iniciales
	3. Metodología
	3.1. Participantes
	3.2. Instrumentos
	3.3. Procedimiento

	4. Resultados
	4.1. Incidencia del ciberacoso adolescente
	4.2. Severidad del ciberacoso adolescente
	Víctimas en el ciberacoso adolescente

	5. Conclusiones
	5.1. Puntos claves en la prevención del ciberacoso adolescente

	6. Bibliografía
	DIFICULTADES EN LA RUPTURA CON LA RELACIÓN DE MALTRATO EN VÍCTIMAS DE VIOLENCIA DE GÉNERO EN CONTEXTO DE EXTREMA POBREZA
	1. Introducción
	2. Hipótesis
	3. Método
	3.1. Participantes
	3.2. Instrumentos
	3.3. Procedimiento
	3.4. Análisis de datos

	4. Resultados
	5. Discusión y conclusiones
	6. Bibliografía

	DT
	Ciberacoso Activo (General)
	Hostigamiento
	Pareja

	PARTICIPACIÓN POLÍTICA Y FEMINISMO
	PROCESSES OF SUBJECTIVATION THROUGH THE LENS OF COLONIALITY OF GENDER
	1. Introduction
	2. The coloniality of gender
	3. The epidermalization of subjection
	3.1. The multiple meanings of “man”
	3.2. The alienation between subjection and subjcetivation: Lactification and Negrophobia

	4. The coloniality of gender in the desire of latification
	4.1 Black Skin, White Maskulinity
	4.2. (The rape of) The Woman of Color and the White Man
	4.2.1 The white woman as “matrix of race”

	5. “Look, a Negro!”, or the dialienating subjectivation
	6. Conclusions
	7. Bibliography




